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BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS

SUBJECTT GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY . SCHEDIILE OF RATES AND FEES -

AMENDMENT FOR OBSERVATORY EVENI USE, PLANETARIUM SHOW,
AND \TSITOR ACCESS PROGRAM

M,Shu l l

Approved DisapFoved Withdlawlr

RBCOMMENDATION:

That theBoardl

1. Approve an amendmont to the Schedule ofRates and Fees to €steblish rovised policies and
fees for the Griffrth Obser'r'atory ilr preparation for rcopening, as outlined in the body of this
r€port and specified in Attachmdnt A, and audlorize staff to make the changes effective
imnediately;

2. Apprcve a molatorium on Standard Use rental ofth€ Observatory for the remaiDder ofthe
fiscal year, th$ugh Juoe 30, 2007; and,

3 . Authorize the Friends Of The Observatory (FOTO) to produca the Calactic Gala and the
Official Opeldng Ceremonies, in collaboration with other non-profit organizations or
financial sponsors, and in conformarce with the sperial use provisions established for FOTO
in the prcposed amendmont to the Schedule of Rates and Fees, without the two evelts
constituting a use of the Obs€rvatory as allowed amually.

SUMMARYi

In preparation for the !€opening of Griffith Observatory targeted for the beginning of NoveDrber
2006, staffhas undertaken a review oftle use poJicies in place prior to tle clos€ ofthe Observatory
in January 2002. This rcview involved anal)'sis by staffint€rnally, input ftom consultants in evonts
plarning and concession operafons, comparisons with pricing arrd policies instihrted by local
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instilutions of similar prestige and with missions other than events use (including Museum of
Contemporary Art, CaLifomia Science Cente!, Music Center and Disncy Hall, Los Algeles County
Museum of Art, and Getty Musewn), and discussion with the Observatory's non-profit partner,
FOTO. The obj ective ofthe reseaxch and analysis was to both addr€ss the ph)€ical differcnces ofthe
Observatory after the Renovation and Expansion, and to ensure an apprcpriate slate ofpolicies and
fees which prioritize th€ Obseryatory's mission of public access and public astronomy, while
balancing other public and educational use and ensurilg a fair financial retum to contribute to the on-
going operational costs ofthe new Griffith Observatory'

The attaohed policies completely replace the previous sections on gvent use and filrning, and are

organized to ;ddress five areas: (l) general policies which realign the Observatory policies more
closely with other Department facilities; (2) policies relating to FOTO use ard other Special Use
plovisions; (3) fees for rental of various areas; (4) Planetarium admission fees; (5) visitor aocess
charge.

General Informatiol and Policies

These sections establish that the City's contmcted concessionaires have exclusivity, and prohibit

other sales or admission charges. Policies for holdlng resewations, cancellation fees, refiindable
deposits, insurance requirements, afld assessment of additional staffing fees, if necessaxy, are
iniluded in aligff,'ent with other D€parkn'nt rental facilities and special events activities,

Partioularly in consideration ofooncems for event use is a requternent that alcohol service at cateled

events c.nclude by 9:00 p.m., and the stipulation that parking may be ody allowed off-site Useof

the Observatory name, 1ogo, or image is also controlled.

Ncws media continues to be exempt from fees but must cooldinate with the Observatory'

All Facilitios at Griffith Observatory are primarily for use ofthe Observatory in accomplishing its
public educational missio!' and use of facilities by the Obsewatory or Obsewatory-spo$ored
;ctivities takes pdority over other use. With express authorization ofthe Observatory Dteotor, any
facility or combination of facilities within the Gdffith Observatory premises can be utilized
exclusively for Obsewatory or Observatory-sponsored activities in accordance with the

Observatory's mission, at any lime

FOTO and Other Special Usaee

Over the years, FOTO has supported the educational missior of Griffrth Observatory in public

astronomy tldough activities suoh as sponsodtrg lectue series; they have been active participants in

the master plarufng and proj ect planning efforts; and they have aggressively and successfully raised
fimds to complete thc Obseflatory Renovation and Expansion prcject. The proposed Rates andFees


