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Los Feliz Improvement Association Historical Survey 

Preface 

 

T 
his historical survey of the Los Feliz area is the culmination of thirteen years of effort by scores 

of community volunteers to document the development and architectural treasures of our 

neighborhood. 

The idea of the survey was the inspiration of Diane Kanner who had worked on a similar sur-

vey of the Hollywood area and felt that Los Feliz warranted such a survey. She took her idea to the 

Board of Directors of the Los Feliz Improvement Association. While enthusiastic about the idea of 

a survey, the LFIA had no funding to finance the project.  Undaunted, Diane then created a His-

tory Committee within the LFIA and planned a fund raiser. Many of you will recall the gala held at 

the Letts mansion on Los Feliz Boulevard in September, 1988. More than 600 of you attended the 

event which raised $25,000 for a historical survey. 

The firm of Heumann and McAvoy was hired to do a windshield survey of Los Feliz. They sub-

divided the district from Riverside Drive west to Canyon Drive and from Franklin Avenue north to 

Griffith Park into eight areas. Heumann and McAvoy identified 2,700 buildings which were either 

built before World War II or were of architectural or historical significance to survey. Each building 

was classified by its architectural style and evaluated for its potential as a landmark. 

Diane Kanner and Edie Morrow reviewed a list of 8500 building permits in 1991 to determine 

which warranted further study. Ken Hollis took those 3000 building permits and began the heroic 

task of entering the information into a computer. This required reading very poor copies of micro-

fiches of the original hand-written permits. He added the Assessors Parcel Number and the legal 

description to the profile. 

While Ken was entering data in the computer, volunteers took to the streets from 1988 to 

1992 to photograph each building identified in the survey. The photographs were then attached 

to a working copy of the computer profile sheet on each building. After the photographs were at-

tached to the data sheet, we returned to each area to verify that the photographs had been cor-

rectly matched to the address on the data sheet. This was a two-year task from 1995 to 1996.  

Meanwhile interesting tidbits about the homes and their residents were being added to the 

computer profiles. Countless hours were spent bleary-eyed in front of microfiche readers in the 

temporary quarters of the Central Library scanning copies of Southwest Builder and Contractor 

from the 1920s and 1930s for references to construction on Los Feliz streets. This data was also 

added to the computer file. 

Finished copies of the profile sheets were then printed on acid-free paper and the photo-

graphs were painstakingly transferred from the battered work copies to the clean copy. The data 

sheets were then organized in alphabetical order by street name to facilitate looking up an ad-

dress.   

Finally, in the summer of 2000, the entire survey of over 3,000 pages was photo copied so 

that it could be made available to the public.  In 2008, Donald Seligman agreed to digitize the 

entire data base and add the 1920 and 1930 census information along with additional data.  

It is thanks to the efforts of more than thirty volunteers of the History Committee of the Los Fe-

liz Improvement Association that this historical survey has been accomplished. We hope that you 

find it helpful and informative.  

 

Marian Dodge 

Los Feliz Improvement Association 

Chair, History Committee, 1996-2006 and LFIA President 2006-2009 



How to Read Your Historical Survey Profile Sheet 

 

..éééééééééééééééé...éé..éééééééééééééééééé. 

1234 W. Sample Street 

 

1sb Spanish     5555 -123-456     1926  [2.03]  

 

Single residence; 7-room, 2-bedroom, 1-bath, 1277 sq/ft.  

Tract 05891, Lot 4. 90027. Sandborn 1021A.  

 

 History: 

 Sold for $550,000 in 1998. (Source: real estate brochure). 

 

 B.P. 27942, 09/27/26, RELOC  

 1s residence &  garage, 7-room, 1 -family, 45 X 37 X 15õ, $4,800 

 John Doe, owner, 1852 Oak S 

 James Smith, architect (B-672); Hancock Building 

 John Q. Citizen, contractor (9876), 5678 Main St.  

  Composition & tile roof, stucco, brick fireplace 

 

1920 census: 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..ééééééééééééééé..é.. 

Information that may be Included: 

1. Address of property (Note: all have an assigned direction north or west although it may not be part of 

 the mailing address. For searches, the respective W. or N. must be used.) 

2. Number of stories - 2sb means it has 2 stories + a basement 

3. Architectural style of the building (e.g. òSpanishó) 

4. Assessors Parcel Number (e.g. ò555-123-456ó) 

5. Year built (e.g. ò1926ó) 

6. Area assignment used for windshield survey & photographic purposes  (e.g. ò[2.03]ó) 

7. Legal description of property. Zip code.  (e.g. òSingle residenceéó etc.) 

8. Sandborn map reference.  (e.g. ò1021Aó) 

9. History of the residence if known. 

10. Building Permit number, date issued. RELOC indicates it was the original permit for a new building. 

(Later permits say NEW.) ALTER indicates that the permit was issued for alterations. If the house 

and garage are separate, each will have a permit.  

11. Number of stories; purpose of building; number of rooms; single or multiple dwelling; width, depth & 

height of building in feet; proposed  cost of building.  

12. Owner who took out the permit and his address on the date the permit was issued. 

13. Listed architect; number of his license; his business address. 

14. Listed contractor (many times is the owner); number of his license; his business address. 

15. Basic characteristics of the building. 

16. 1920 and 1930 census data  

 

Source abbreviations: 

g&w = Gebhard, David and Winter, Robert, A Guide to Architecture in Los Angeles and Southern 

California, Peregrin Smith, Inc., 1965, 1977, 1985, 1994.  

swb&c = Southwest Builders and Contractors magazine. 



1961 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 3s Contemporary 5589-007-012 1983  [5.04, 52219]  

 

 Single residence w/ pool: ?-room, 3836 sq/ft. Lot 9980 sq/ft, 90027  

 Cannot find on Sanborn 1034A Tract 2099, part of lot 23 & 24, District Map 150 -093 

 

 History: 

 Tony Ngai was the architect.  A fire during construction delayed occupancy 3 years.  

 Source: Dr. Bryan Saiki, owner, June 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1965 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 2s Spanish 5589-007-010 1925  [5.04, 90308]  

 

 Single residence: 10-room, 4 -bedroom, 3 -bath, 4412 sq/ft. Lot 11860 sq/ft. 90027. 

 Sanborn 1034A. 

 

 History:  

 Residence of Louis Heaton Roseberry in 1930s, Vice-President and Manager of Trust  

 Department, Security Trust and Savings Bank.  Born February 5, 1880 at Oakland,  

 California, and after attending public schools entered the Stanford University, graduated 

 with A.B. degree in 1903 and was admitted to the bar in 1904.  Entered practice in 

 Santa Barbara.  He came to Los Angeles in 1912, from Santa Barbara. Married Miss 

 Mae Kennedy of Hollywood, California on December 5, 1930, at Riverside.  Mrs.  

 Roseberry died October 25, 1931.  Two children survive: Patricia and Bonnie Lou.  In 

 addition to his legal work in the financial field, Mr. Roseberry served as Attorney for the 

 State Board of Health from 1911 to 1915, and while serving as State Senator from the 

 33rd district, he wrote the California Employers Liability Act, passed in 1911.  He is a 

 member of the American Bar Association, State Bar of California, and Los Angeles 

 County Bar Association, Society of Sons of the American Revolution, California, Los  

 Angeles Country Club, University and the Beach Clubs.  He resides at 1965 De Mille 

 Drive, Hollywood, California. Hobbies; golf and tennis. (Source: Who's Who in Los  

 Angeles County. 1932-1933.  p. 89.)  

  Listed at $1,749,000 in June, 2002.  (Source: real estate brochure) 

 

 B.P. 00343, 10/06/54, ALTER 

 B.P. 81100, 08/29/57, GRAD  

 B.P. 87747, 11/22/57, ALTER       

 

 



 1930 census: 

 1965 De Mille Drive (Value: $45,000): 1) Louie H. Roseberry, owner and head of household; 50 

year old white married male; married at age 32; born in California; father born in Missouri, 

mother in Iowa; Vice-President of a bank.  2) Jeanette M. Roseberry, wife; 45 year old married 

white female; married at age 27, born in California; parents born in the United States; not work-

ing.  3) Patricia Roseberry, daughter; 12 year old white single female; in school; born in Califor-

nia.  4) Horace W. Rankle, roomer; 32 year old white single male; born in Kansas; parents born 

in the United States; investment advisor in a bank.  5) Catherine Birkenmeier, servant; 48 year 

old single white female; born in Missouri; parents born in Germany; a servant in a private family.    

(71
st
 ED, page 28A, lines 31-35). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1969 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 Contemporary  [5.04]  

 History: 

 Listed at $2,695,000 in April, 2007. (Source: real estate brochure) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1971 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 [5.05]  

 

 History: 

 2 story modern house designed and built by Walter Ralphs, Jr. (of the supermarket  

 family) as his bachelor pad in 1953-54.  Extensively restored in 1995 by Richard Stanley, 

 owner, with architects Tony Unruh and Michael Albanese and designer Trish Boyer.  C.J. 

 Bonura contractor.  Features include a massive rock fireplace in first floor main room 

 and full width panoramic view deck.   Master bedroom has brick wall.  Lot includes 

 original Homer Laughlin olive trees.  (Source: Richard Stanley 1/97) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1975 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 2s Spanish 5589-005-010 1928 [5.04, 90309]  

 Potential City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 

 Single residence: 12-room, 3 -bedroom, 4 -bath, 3178 sq/ft. Lot 7930 sq/ft.  

 Lot 1 & 25, Tract 2099, Map Book 23 p. 20. 90027 Sanborn 1034A  

 

 History: 

 Spanish actor, Antonio Moreno, the original owner,  was born on September 26, 1887 

 (original name: Antonio Garride Monteagudo) in Madrid, Spain and immigrated to the 

 United States when he was 14 years old.  He moved to California in 1912, and began 

 acting in films in 1915. By the end of his very successful career, he had appeared in 91 

 films.  By 1920, he had become one of the biggest stars at Vitagraph Studios and was 

 nown for his beefy handsome look.  In the early 1920s, he joined Jesse Laskyõs company 

 and was one of its most successful players.  In 1926, he starred opposite Great Garbo in 

 òThe Temptressó and also starred with Clara Bow in the big hit òIt.ó  Moreno married 

 American heiress Daisy Canfield Danziger in 1923, a relationship that ended tragically 

 with her death in an automobile accident 10 years later.  His career was energized by 

 the demand for Latin Lover types after Rudolph Valentinoõs entry into film.  After talkies 

 began, he starred in Spanish-language versions of Hollywood hit films.  But even after 

 his career as a romantic leading man waned, he continued with a lucrative and busy 

 professional life as a character actor, appearing in such prominent films as 

 òNotoriousó (1946), òThunder Bayó (1953), and òThe Searchersó (1955).  He retired 

 from film in the late 1950s, and passed away due to heart failure on February 15, 1967 

 in Beverly Hills, California.  He has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame (at 6651 

 Hollywood Blvd.).  (Sources: movies2.nytimes.com, silentgents.com, www.afi.com) 

 

 

 



 B.P. ????? ??/??/?? Reloc  (May refer to 5180 W. Linwood) 

  2s Garage and maid's residence, 20 X 30',3room, $2,300  

  Antonio Moreno, owner 

  A. J. Williams ??, architect 

  J. R. Bradstreet, contractor, 1848 W. 22nd St. 

  Stucco, red tile roof 

 

 1930 census: 

 1975 De Mille Drive: (Rents for $500 per month): 1) Antonio M. Moreno, renter and head of 

 household; 43 year old married white male; born in Spain; parents born in Spain; speaks 

 Spanish; to U.S. in 1902, a naturalized citizen; an actor in the cinema industry.  2) Daisy C. 

 Moreno, wife; 45 year old married white female; married at age 16; born in Nebraska; father 

 born in Nebraska, mother in Wisconsin; a saleswoman in securities.  3) Beth C. Moreno, step-

 daughter; 20 year old single white female; born in California; in school.  4) Robert C. Moreno, 

 step-son; 17 year old single white male; in school; born in California.  5) Alice Hoffmaster, 

 roomer; 40 year old single white female; born in Nebraska; father born in Nebraska, mother in 

 Virginia; an auditor in general practice.  (71
st
 ED, page 29A, lines 1-5). 

 

 1975 De Mille Drive: second entry (Value not stated): 1) William J. Dodd, owner and head of 

household; 60 year old married white male; married at age 25; born in Illinois; parents born in 

England; an architect in the building industry.  2) Ione E. Dodd, wife; 55 year old white married 

female; married at age 20; born in Tennessee; parents born in Tennessee; not working.  3) Nate 

E. Paton, sister-in-law; 50 year old female widow; married at age 25; born in Tennessee; parents 

born in Tennessee; not working.  (71
st
 ED, page 29A, lines 6-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1977 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 2s Spanish 5589-005-012 1928 [5.04, 52218]  

 

 Single residence: 14-room, 4 -bedroom, 4 -bath, 3837 sq/ft. Lot 8580 sq/ft.  

 90027 Sanborn 1034A  

 

 History: 

 Listed at $1,495,000 in 2002. (Source: real estate brochure.) 

 Listed at $2,200,000 in 2003. (Source: real estate brochure.) 

 

 

 No City B.P. 

 

 1930 census: 

 1977 De Mille Drive (Value: $50,000): 1) Joseph L. Durkin, owner and head of household; 45 

year old married white male; married at age 21; born in Minnesota; father born in England, 

mother in Minnesota; President of a financing company.  2) Mary E. Durkin, wife; 41 year old 

married white female; married at age 27; born in South Dakota; father born in English Canada, 

mother in Missouri; not working.  3) Margaret M. McAviney, mother-in-law; 64 year old white 

female widow; married at age 25; born in Missouri; parents born in the United States; not work-

ing.  4) Charlotte S. Sadde, servant; 31 year old single white female; born in Connecticut; father 

born in Connecticut, mother in New York; a servant in a private family.  5) Pedro Edroso, servant; 

24 year old single Filipino male; born in the Philippines; parents born in the Philippines; a servant 

in a private family.    (71
st
 ED, page 28A, lines 25-29). 

 

 

 

 

 



2000 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 2s Spanish estate 5589-003-019 1920 [5.04, 52217]  

 

 Single residence: 16-room, 4 -bedroom, 4 -bath, 5490 sq/ft.  

 Tract 05078, portion of Lot A. 22650 sq/ft. 90027. Sanborn 1034A, connected with  

 2010 N. De Mille Dr. Dist. Map 150 -193. R-1. 

 

 History: 

 "De Mille estate." 

 Potential National Register of Historic Places Listing. 

 Potential City of Los Angeles HistoricCultural Monument. 

 LFIA potential landmarks list. 

 

 Cecil B. De Mille bought C. F. Perry's 2-year old Spanish estate in Laughlin Park in 

 1916. (Source: Charles Lockwood, DREAM PALACES, p. 54.) 

  Landscaping ideas and alterations of existing gardens by Florence Yoch in 1930. 

 (Source: Landscaping the Amercan Dream, James Yoch, 1989, p. 183.) 

  The American Cancer Society held a Design House here in 1989. 

  Westways, 11/01/79 "Estate of Mind". 

 



  Los Angeles Times Magazine, 11/03/85, "De Mille's Lair" Architectural Digest, 

 April, 1990.   

  See illustration in "Pacific Coast Architect," May, 1927, p. 65. 

  Cecil Blount De Mille profile in Palmer's History of Hollywood, Vol.2, Arthur  

 Cawston, Publisher, 1937. 

  Cecil B. DeMille was born on August 12, 1881 in Ashfield, Massachusetts.  He 

 was an actor and general manager in his motherõs theatrical troop in the early part of 

 the 20th century.  In 1913, he formed a film -making partnership with Jesse L. Lasky and 

 Samuel Goldfish (later known as Samuel Goldwyn).  Their first production was òThe 

 Squaw Manó, directed, written and produced by DeMille and Oscar Apfel.  This was one 

 of the first successful feature film productions and it launched his career.  A major figure 

 beginning in the silent film era, DeMilleõs most renowned films in the early period of 

 movie making were òThe Virginianó (1914), òThe Ten Commandmentsó (1923), and 

 òThe King of Kingsó (1927).  DeMilleõs successful career continued long into the first 

 decades of the talkies, and he specialized in epic productions.  Among the most 

 uccessful of these were òThe Plainsmanó (1937), òNorthwest Mounted Policeó (1940), 

 and in particular his last three films that were the most successful releases of their 

 respective years: òSamson and Delilahó (1950), òThe Greatest Show on Earthó (1952), 

 and òThe Ten Commandmentsó (1956).  He died on January 21, 1959 in Hollywood, 

 California at the age of 77.  His legacy included 34 films that he produced between 

 1915 and 1956, 75 films that he directed between 1914 and 1956, and several others 

 that he wrote and even acted in.  He received the Academy Award for òThe Greatest 

 how On Earthó (best picture, 1953), and several others were nominated for best picture 

 in their respective years.  In 1953, he received the Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award, 

 the highest accolade a producer can receive. 

  One of DeMilleõs lesser known achievements but of great importance to Los Feliz 

 is that he personally developed the Laughlin Park district.  He purchased a large home 

 built in 1914 at the top of Laughlin Park for himself in 1916 for $27,893 after he had 

 been shut out of Hancock Park due to his òentertainment industryó associations.  He 

 subdivided the hill into large parcels and sold them off to buyers who agreed that he 

 could approve all architectsõ plans.  He lived in the large home until he died, and it was 

 not allowed to be resold until many years after his death.   

 (Sources:  movies2.nytimes.com, www.afi.com, www.reelclassics.com, silentgents.com) 

  See: Los Angeles Times, Home of the Week. Real Estate section K, April 6, 2008, 

p. K3.  Property bought in 1996, renovations completed 2001.  The home sits on 2.1 

acres, and was for sale for $26.25 million in 2008.  òThe master suite contains one of 

the homeõs four marble fireplaces, a sitting room with an entertainment center, a bath-

room with period fixtures, plus a whirlpool tub, a stall shower and a dressing room/

closet.  There is a 1,000 sq/ft artistõs studio, a 40 foot long pool, a pool house, and 

views of the city and the Hollywood sign...The formal dining room is paneled in wood.ó  

 DeMilleõs adopted daughter, Katherine DeMille developed an acting career of 

 her own.  Born on June 29, 1911 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, she 

first appeared on film in her fatherõs òMadam Satanó (1930).  But Katherine did quite 

well for herself even without her fatherõs assistance, usually seen in supporting roles.  

She was the wife of actor Anthony Quinn for many years, and co-starred with him in 

òBlack  Goldó in 1947.  Between 1930 and 1949, she appeared in 27 productions.  She 

died on April 27, 1995 in Los Angeles.  (Sources:  movies2.nytimes.com, www.afi.com) 

 



 B.P. 74173, 10/19/53, ALTER 

  Alterations to existing 25 year old 10-room, 2s dwelling, $900.00                

  C. B. De Mille, owner. 

  No architect listed. 

  George B. Cope, contractor. (5569) 

 

 B.P. 09926, 03/06/55, ALTER 

  Glass in part of existing Porch, $1,450 

  Cecil B. De Mille, owner. 

  H. Roy Kelley, architect. (B1289) 

  Robert B. Coleman Jr., contractor. 

  (existing building: 2s, 60 X 120 X 25'. stucco, wood roof.) 

 

 1920 census (listed as #4 Laughlin Park):  

 1) Cecil De Mille, head of household and owner; white married male, 40 years of age; born in 

 New York; parents born in New York; a director in motion picture industry.  2) Constance De 

 Mille, wife; white married female 42 years of age; born in New Jersey; parents born in England; 

 not working.  3) John De Mille, son; white male 6 years of age; born in California.  4) Obata 

 Yoshihama, servant; yellow single male, 32 years of age; born in Japan, parents born in Japan; 

 a butler in a private household.  4) Motohichi Matani, servant; yellow single male 41 years of 

 age; an alien; born in Japan, parents born in Japan; a cook in a private family.  5) Kichino 

 Mitani, servant; yellow single male 26 years of age; an alien; born in Japan, parents born in 

 Japan; a maid in a private family.  (156
th
 ED; page 20/10 A, lines 27-33). 

 

 1930 census  

 2000 De Mille Drive: (Value: $500,000): 1) Cecil B. De Mille, owner and head of household; 48 

 year old white married male; married at age 21; born in Massachusetts; father born in North 

 Carolina, mother in England; a producer in the motion picture industry.  2) Constance A. De 

 Mille, wife; 52 year old white married female; married at age 25; born in New Jersey; parents 

 born in Massachusetts; not working.  3) Katherine De Mille, daughter; 18 year old single white 

 female; born in English Canada; an actress in the motion picture industry.  4) John B. De Mille, 

 son; 16 year old single white male; in school; born in Wyoming.  5) Richard De Mille, son; 8 year 

 old single white male; in school; born in the United States.  6) Rebecca J. Adams, sister-in-law; 

 40 year old single white female; born in New Jersey; parents born in Massachusetts; a teacher in 

 Thepropathy?.  7) Hilga Lamroth, secretary; 46 year old white single female; born in Illinois; 

 parents born in Finland; a secretary in a private family.  8) Frederick Adwin?, butler; 42 year old 

 single white male; born in Norway; parents born in Norway; speaks Norwegian; to U.S. in 1910, 

 an alien; a butler in a private family.  9) Napoleon J. Lambert, servant; 26 year old white single 

 male; born in English Canada; father born in English Canada, mother in Germany; to U.S. in 

 1926, an alien; a servant in a private family.  10) Emilie Pikin, servant; 38 year old white single 

 female; born in Czechoslovakia; parents born in Austria; speaks German; to U.S. in 1916, a 

 naturalized citizen; a servant in a private family.  11) Bertha K. Niele?, nurse; 45 year old white 

 single female; born in Ohio; parents born in Germany; a nurse in a private family.  12) Anna 

 Beckman, servant; 45 year old divorced white female; married at age 21; born in Switzerland; 

 arents born in Switzerland; speaks German; to U.S. in 1908, a naturalized citizen; a servant in a 

 private family.  (71
st
 ED, page 25B; lines 89-100 and page 26A, line 1).  

 

 

 

 



2001 N. De Mille Drive  

 

 2s contemporary 3-bedroom, den, detached studio [5.04]  

 

 History: 

 Listed at $2,495,000 in November, 2005. (Source: Real estate brochure) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


